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The Oregon Department of
Transportation’s Eastern Region is
forming an active Regional Workforce
Alliance designed to boost the numbers
of minorities and women in the high-
way construction trades.

“Basically, we're coming to the
region and saying we have jobs,” said
ODOT Diversity Manager Michael A.
Cobb. “We're trying to determine how
to get people ready, how to screen them
and what kind of supportive services
they need”

The Eastern Cregon Workforce
Alliance is part of ODOTe Workforee
Development Flan.

ODOTs plan aims to increase diver-
gity in employment, increase appren-
ticeship participation and provide more

tl'ﬂdﬂs training resources and opportunities

for highway construction careers.
The local alliance is the second
alliance to implement the Workforce
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Development Plan at the local, Region
3 level. Earlier, an alliance was formed
in ODOT's Region 1.

A first meeting was held Feb, 21 at
Wildharse Resort and Casine in
Pendleton.

That session featured formal estab-
lishment of an alliance made up of rep-
resentatives from state, county and
city agencies; local service providers;
women and minority groups; contrac-
tors; construction firms; and unions.

Among partners in the alliance are
the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reservation and Blue
Mountain Community Callege, said
Cobhb.

Also during the initial meeting, a
work group was formed to look at vari-
ous local iszues.
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Alliance: shortage of qualified highway workers
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