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ODOT focus on
apprenticeship
programs wise

be commendad for looking down the ruad and to
head off, through apprenticeship programs, a com

'I?me[t‘m't hemmtonlyrorﬂmsmemﬂﬂs
transportation workers Con-
stmctmnshllsw % g

[amily-wage
What ODOT is atte tu do is coordinate public

and priva ﬁnprenn rograms, contractors, job
others to pmpleaneasy to enter

u'reﬁeld, Unfortunately, pbmthe
I:mdﬂscanultenbaamauerof is little
schmhmumﬁamiemplugm

‘I‘Iusmmspi’r.e U.5. Bureau of Labor statistics show-
ing an Mmr%madfarskdhdtmdmmmmmm
tion, plumhmg, electrical trade, masonry and other
areas. The agency estimated in November that construe-
e &uwghmmm hct:ddmﬂﬁmmm y

comes not only
ﬁ; Jrgatasharpdmpge in the existing
mﬂwdmmrelhtnmmfﬂm baby boomers.

ODOT officials say a study done in Oregon recently
came up with similar results for the highway construction
workforce. High and bridge construction in the state
years, unded by the .4 billon Oregon Teaneporietion
years, 4 billion Transportation
Investment Act.

Attendance at the initial meeting to discuss the Region-
al Workforce Alliance ODOT seeks Lo form in southwest

Greguu to cmrdmamenlmiﬁ Was emm{;ﬁ

ﬁgﬂt];mm drew 40 people. Theaﬂmmml.lseel-r.
iron workers a:ﬂuemmt MAasons, Eﬂmm'm ml these
oceupations can earn $20 to $30

wmlﬂ pﬂl‘tlmlaﬂ:f

ple choose not to go to college, mllhelmmjg

term by this program and, in turn, aid the state in main-

taunngmuampunaumsymsumtalmmmnmw
life.

[t‘s too olhwu-adescan‘tcm ether to address
projected shortages ir;lg;‘eir areas and work with ti;g
schools to Oregon school graduates not going
muegealt%;ﬁamrepathsaoleamatrndgmnmlma

living.

Gmngthema and road map in high school might
mmepum‘gfmmlmmwumsmmm
W rate. Dnl;r 80 percent of a freshman class

tesfmryﬂarsia

For now, a of the construction hat to ODOT for

Eﬂrﬁm ﬂemmmﬂmmmm
ﬂtuselnolr.hu for roads to better lives.
Dennis Roler



